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Setting the context

● School-University 
Partnership
○ 3 inservice teachers
○ 3 preservice teachers 
○ university professor

● 55 student participants
● Primary and Grade 1 
● Rural schools
● 2nd year of study
● IURN grant
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Conceptual Framework

● Culturally relevant and 
responsive practices

● Inclusive literacies

● Multimodal texts using 
digital technologies

● Teachers’ knowledge

● Teacher learning
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Research Design
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● Collaborative Action Research

● Collective inquiry focus

● Embedded in practice

● Data focused

Research Questions
1. How do teachers enact culturally relevant 

and responsive literacy practices in rural 
schools?

2. What multimodal meaning making 
processes do students engage during digital 
bookmaking?

3. How might digital technologies foster 
culturally responsive practices for diversity 
and equity within inclusive literacy learning 
environments? 



Data Generation
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Data Collection Tools

❏ Teacher Interviews
❏ Student Interviews
❏ Focus Groups
❏ Observations
❏ Field notes
❏ Photos
❏ Videos
❏ Artifacts
❏ Texts
❏ Checklists

Classroom Observations 61 hours

Individual Interviews #1 
(reading nonfiction text)

55 students

Focus Groups #1 
(reading nonfiction text)

16 groups

Individual Interviews #2 
(writing nonfiction text)

55 students

Focus Groups #2 
(writing nonfiction text)

14 groups
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2024 Checklists



Updated Checklists (2025)
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How do teachers enact culturally relevant and 
responsive literacy practices in rural schools?
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 open-ended writing process

open entry point  accessible for EAL students
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 supportive for attention needs

supportive for 
self-regulation and SEL

identity and voice

Reghan: So, what made you want to 
choose Mrs. Barr as your cover photo? 

Student #19: Cause she makes me feel 
better.
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Experiences

Carson 
Sings in 
Nashville

By 
Carson
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Special Items and Family Traditions



Provided Experiences
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Pride of an author
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The book creation process allows me 
to:

● Customize instruction to fit individual or 
group needs (tailor instruction effectively).

● Adapt and respond in real time to how 
students are progressing or struggling (be 
responsive).

● Make informed decisions about which 
strategies, texts, or assessments to use in 
literacy instruction.



Voice and Choice

Planning Page Book Making in Action
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Meaningful Engagement with Literacy

Planning Page Digital Book
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What multimodal meaning making processes 
do students engage during digital bookmaking?
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Modes: gestural, linguistic, spatial, visual
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Combined Modes:
Linguistic 

Spatial 

Visual

Gestural 

Aural

(Making)



Setting the Stage
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Building Story
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combine modes to 
communicate

   fluidity



growth in indicators
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Making Text-to-Text  Connections
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How might digital technologies foster culturally  
responsive practices for diversity and equity 

within inclusive literacy learning environments? 
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Global Competencies

- Critical Thinking
- Problem Solving
-

- Collaboration
- Risk Taking
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- Citizenship
- Confidence Building



Editing Together
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Exploration and Innovation
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engagement
enact agency

take risks

problem 
solve

make 
decisions



Thanks you!
Questions?

Contact Information

Dr. Deborah Toope deborah.toope@acadiau.ca    
Darlene Barr barrd@gnspes.ca 
Nisha Langford npushkarna@gnspes.ca  
Julia Hollis                       jmbennett@gnspes.ca
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